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affect one briefly perhaps, but indelibly. Mr. Braithwaite says in 
his introduction that this author engages "life at its most reserved 
sources whether the form or substance through which it articulates 
be nature, or the seasons, touch of hands or lips, love, desire or any 
of the emotional abstractions which sweep like fire or wind or cool- 
ing water through the blood." The ability to give a faithful and 
recognizable portrayal of these sources, is Mrs. Johnson 's distinction. 
In this work, Mrs. Johnson, although a woman of color, is deal- 
ing with life as it is regardless of the part that she may play in the 
great drama. Here she is a woman of that imagination that char- 
acterizes any literary person choosing this field as a means of direct- 
ing the thought of the world. Several of her poems bearing on the 
Negro race have appeared in the Crisis. In these efforts she mani- 
fests the radical tendencies characteristic of every thinking Negro 
of a developed mind and sings beautifully not in the tone of the 
lamentations of the prophets of old but, while portraying the trials 
and tribulations besetting a despised and rejected people, she sings 
the song of hope. In reading her works the inevitable impression is 
that it does not yet appear what she will be. Adhering to her task 
with the devotion hitherto manifested, there is no reason why she 
should not in the near future take rank among the best writers of 
the world. 

J. R. Pauset 

A History of Suffrage m the United States. By Eire and Porter, 

Ph.D. The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 111. Pp. 265. 

Price $1.25. 

Knowing that few citizens realize the restrictions on suffrage 
during the early years of the republic and the difficulty with which 
the right of franchise has been extended during the last half cen- 
tury, the author has undertaken a scientific study in this field. How 
the franchise was at first limited to persons owning considerable 
property, and how some of the most popular statesmen of that day 
endeavored to keep it thus restricted, and how this aristocratic test 
gradually ceased, constitute the interesting portion of the book. 
The author's aim, however, is to "present a panoramic picture of 
the whole United States and to carry the reader rapidly on from 
decade to decade without getting lost in the detailed history." 

The author himself raises the question as to whether he has placed 
undue stress on the Civil War and the Reconstruction periods; 
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"but the intention," says he, "was to pick out of Civil War history 
the events and circumstances that had to do directly with suffrage 
and to lay them before the reader who is not necessarily familiar 
with that history. This decision to emphasize these two periods was 
determined to some extent by the fact that the study of suffrage 
during the colonial period has been covered by C. F. Bishop 's His- 
tory of Elections in the American Colonies and A. V. McKinley's 
Suffrage Franchise in the Colonies. One of the aims of the book is 
to clear up the problems of suffrage so far as the Negro is concerned. 

Taking up the question of the extension of suffrage to Negroes 
upon the passing of the property qualifications, the author gives 
some valuable information, showing the restriction of Negro suffrage 
culminating with their disfranchisement in Pennsylvania but falls 
into the attitude of a biased writer in making such remarks as "New 
York was not a State that suffered greatly from the presence of 
the Negro" to account for its action on the question. Again on 
page 87 he says : "Up to about this time the Negroes had not been a 
serious problem." No large group of Negroes have ever made a 
State suffer, but communities living up to the expensive require- 
ments of race prejudice have paid high costs for which the Negroes 
have not been responsible. Because of this bias the writer betrays 
throughout his treatment his feeling that Negro suffrage was justly 
restricted, when white persons not better qualified were permitted 
to vote. 

After briefly discussing the extension of the franchise to aliens 
and the beginnings of woman suffrage the author directs his atten- 
tion to the question as it developed during the Civil War and the 
Eeeonstruction. Into this he brings so many impertinent matters 
concerning reconstruction that he almost wanders afield. In the 
discussion, however, he makes clear his position that Congress in its 
plan for reconstruction had no right to require the seceded States 
to make provision for Negro suffrage. As these States, moreover, 
were not qualified for representation in Congress they could not be 
for ratification of an amendment. It is not surprising then that the 
author blamed the Negro for his own recent disfranchisement. He 
says : ' ' The Negro must have failed to make himself an intelligent 
dominant political factor in the South or such constitutions as have 
been renewed here would be utterly impossible." The author has 
evidently ignored the forces making history. 



